
Policies H4 and CS16 

The Houses in Multiple Occupation Supplementary Planning Document provides further 
guidance on policy H4 in the Local Plan Review and policy CS 16 in the Core Strategy.

Policy H4 Houses in Multiple Occupation

Proposals for the conversion of dwellings or other buildings into houses in multiple 
occupation will be assessed on the balance between the contribution the development could 
make to meeting housing demand, against the harm to the character and amenity of the 
area which might occur.

Planning permission will only be granted for conversions to houses in multiple occupation 
where:

(i) it would not be detrimental to the amenities of the residents of adjacent or nearby 
properties;

(ii) would not be detrimental to the overall character and amenity of the surrounding area;
(iii) adequate amenity space is provided which:

a) provides safe and convenient access from all units;
b) is not overshadowed or overlooked especially from public areas; and
c) enables sitting out, waste storage and clothes drying.

Policy CS16 Housing Mix and Type

The council will provide a mix of housing types and more sustainable and balanced 
communities through:-

1. The provision of a target of 30% of total dwellings (gross) as family homes on sites 
of ten or more dwellings or which exceed 0.5 hectares. The appropriate percentage 
of family housing for each site will depend upon the established character and 
density of the neighbourhood and the viability of the scheme.

2. No net loss of family homes on sites capable of accommodating a mix of residential 
units unless there are overriding policy considerations justifying this loss.

3. Control of Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) where planning permission is 
required, particularly those properties which provide accommodation for students.

4. Improvement of, and an increase in, the provision of homes for senior citizens and 
disabled people of all ages.

5. Variation in the levels of housing density (see Policy CS 5).

Family homes are dwellings of three or more bedrooms with direct access to useable 
private amenity space or garden for the sole use of the household. The private amenity 
space or garden should be fit for purpose and with the following minimum sizes:
• Flats and maisonettes – 20sq m
• Terraced homes – 50sq m
• Semi-detached homes – 70sq m
• Detached homes – 90sq m

The requirements in points 1-3 above do not apply to specialist housing schemes 
entirely comprised of accommodation specifically for senior citizens, supported 
accommodation for people with disabilities and purpose built student accommodation.


